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Criticism of Orientalists’ Views on the Role of the Holy Qur'an
in the Emergence of Islamic Kalam

Alireza As adi’
Abstract

There are many differences of opinion about the factors of the emergence of Islamic
Kalam. In a division, the factors of its emergence are divided into two categories,
internal and external. Although the prevailing thought among Orientalists is to refer to
the Kalam Knowledge to external factors, some Orientalists believe that the origin of
the Kalam Knowledge is caused by internal factors, especially related to the Qur’an.
However, they do not agree on how the Qur'an became the origin of the Kalam
Knowledge, and they have explained it in different ways, the most important of which
are: the defects of the Qur’anic teachings; Contradictions and conflicts in the Qur’an, as
well as the necessity of explaining and proving the teachings of the Qur’an and
defending them. This article, in a descriptive and analytical way, by explaining and
examining these three points of view, shows that the role of the Holy Qur’an in the
emergence of Kalam is not due to the defects of its teachings or the existence of
contradictions in it, but the Muslims tumed to Kalam because of the necessity of
explaining and proving religious teachings and defending them and finally they
established the Kalam Knowledge.

Keywords: the Kalam Knowledge; Islamic Kalam; Orientalists; The Holy Qur’an;
Islamic sciences; The history of Kalam Knowledge.
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